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About:

e Gender: Male

e Languages: English,
Swedish

¢ Travels from: Sweden

Engagement Types:
e Speaking

Topics:

¢ Climate Action

e Future of Technology
e Sustainability & ESG
e Sustainable Business

Johan Rockstrom

Director of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research

Biography Highlights

¢ Johan Rockstrom is a professor in environmental science with emphasis
on water resources and global sustainability.

Biography

About Johan Rockstrom

Rockstrém is an internationally recognized scientist for his work on global
sustainability issues. He helped lead the internationally renowned team of
scientists that presented the planetary boundaries framework, first
published in 2009, with an update in 2015. The nine planetary boundaries
presented in the framework are argued to be fundamental in maintaining a
“safe operating space for humanity.” This framework has been embraced
as an approach to sustainable development, and has been used to help
guide governments, international organizations, NGOs, and companies
considering sustainable development.

Before focusing on the planetary scale, Rockstrém’s research aimed to
address building resilience in water scarce regions, and is an expert on
water resources. After completing a PhD at Stockholm University’s
Systems Ecology Department in 1997, he spent nearly two decades
working on applied water research in tropical regions. He has also
published research on with agriculture systems, land use, and ecosystem


https://twitter.com/jrockstrom
https://twitter.com/jrockstrom

services.

Aside from his research helping to guide policy, Rockstrom acts as an
advisor to several governments and business networks. He also acts as an
advisor for sustainable development issues at noteworthy international
meetings, such as the United Nations General Assemblies, World Economic
Forums, and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
Conferences (UNFCCC, also known as COP).

He is chair of the steering committee for CGIAR's Research Program on
Water, Land, and Ecosystems; a member of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Solutions Network (SDSN); as well as a member of several
other committees and boards.

Rockstrém acts as chair of the advisory board for the EAT Foundation, a
network that integrates knowledge on food, health, and sustainability to
work towards providing environmental limits for healthy diets of the
growing global population. He is one of 20 international scientists working
on the EAT-Lancet Commission, an assessment of the global food system,
and whether a transformation towards healthy and sustainable diets is
possible. This assessment is the first systematic analysis of the food
system at the global scale, and is due for completion in 2017.

Rockstrom has published over 100 research articles, including articles in
Science and Nature, as well as 20 book chapters. He has also published
four books: The Human Quest (2012) and Big World Small Planet (2015)
with National Geographic photographer, Mattias Klum; co-authored Water
Resilience for Human Prosperity (2014); and Bankrupting Nature (2012)
co-authored with Swedish writer and politician, Anders Wijkman.

As a compelling speaker, he engages with popular media on issues
relating to sustainable development. Most notably:

e Appears alongside Leonardo DiCaprio in the documentary Before the
Flood (2016)

¢ With over 39 000 shares, held one of the most listened to Swedish radio
talks on the popular Sommar i P1 programme

¢ Presented two TED talks: How we can all become responsible stewards
of Planet Earth (2013), and Let the environment guide our development
(2010)

e Key lecturer in the well-received Planetary Boundaries and Human
Opportunities massive open online course (MOOC) from SDG Academy

e Written a number of op-eds in English and Swedish media, such as in
The Guardian and Svenska Dagbladet

Awards and achievements (selected)

e Laureate, Hillary Institute of International leadership (2017)

¢ French distinction Knight of the Legion of Honour (2016)

e Environmental Award (Deutsche Umweltpreis) (2015)

e International Cosmos Prize (2015)

e Zoological Society of London Award for Conservation Innovation (2015)

e The Woods Hole Research Center’s Lawrence Huntington Environmental
Prize (2014)

e Marsh Award for Climate Change Research, British Ecological Society
(2013)

e Agronomist of the Year, Swedish Association of Professional Scientists
(2013)

e Sweden’s Most Influential Person on the Environment, Milj6Aktuellt



(2012, 2013), and within the top 10 (2010, 2011, 2014)
e FOKUS magazine Swede of the Year (2009)

Videos

Speaker Bureaus And Talent Agencies

Johan Rockstrom is available to book via these agencies

Recommended

Speaking Agency



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sA4SnQ6cPR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdgsAx0TJuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neqB64ISkVM
https://www.speakersassociates.com/speaker/johan-rockstrom/




